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intercourse with other peoples. Equality and uniformity are the
salient characteristics of the Utopian economy. War is regaided
as criminal folly, and the commonwealth enjoys perpetual peace.
The people elect their sovereign and their magistrates. They have
justice, and they have freedom, except that the system of universal
regulations would be irksome to average humanity. All is calculated,
at any rate, for the general welfare. Private gain does not exist;
the Utopians live in common, without the use of money : they have
no poor, 4C and though no man have anything, yet every man is
rich." More's comment on this view of a socialist millennium
is that, although he could not perfectly agree to everything that
had been related of this nation, yet there were many things in their
polity that he rather wished than hoped to see followed in our
European governments.
Thus More's book consists of a political discussion of things as
they are, followed by a sober description of things as they might be.
He skilfully authenticates his account of the imaginary country
by appealing to the memory of his friend Peter Giles to confirm
or correct his report of Raphael's conversation, and also to another
witness, his servant John Clement, who was present at the colloquy.
One touch such as Defoe was to use later with unrivalled skill is the
apparently frank admission that he cannot be quite sure whether the
bridge over the Anider was five hundred paces wide or only three
hundred paces, as John keeps affirming. And he adds, that Raphael
did not think to mention, nor they to ask, exactly in what part of
the western hemisphere Utopia was situated.
Bacon's ££ew Atlantis, which appeared in Syha Sylvarum (1627),
is only a fragment, and that fragment depicts a Utopia of advanced
scientific activity. If, as his posthumous editor, Dr Rawley, Bacon's
chaplain, explains in die preface, the author intended " to have
composed a frame of laws, or of the best state or mould of a common-
wealth," he left off when he had described his ideal of a great
college, instituted by the state, " for the interpreting of nature and
the producing of great and marvellous works for the benefit of
man." Solomon's House, in the island of New Atlantis, is such an
institution as might have carried out the vast schemes for the ex-
ploration and mastery of nature in the service of man which Bacon
propounded in the Novum Qrganum* The discoveries and mechanical

